
THE IMPACT OF
WORLDLINESS ON

FRUITFULNESS
A Study on Spiritual Formation and Godly Living

Theological Teaching

Page 01

Spiritual Formation



"I WOULD RATHER STAND WITH
GOD & BE JUDGED BY THE

WORLD, THAN STAND WITH THE
WORLD & BE JUDGED BY GOD"

Opening Reflection
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DEFINING WORLDLINESS
Worldliness = a value system opposed to

God: pride, greed, immorality, selfish

ambition, materialism, and unbelief.

"You adulterous people, don't you know

that friendship with the world means

enmity against God?" — James 4:4

"Do not love the world or anything in the

world... the lust of the flesh, the lust of the

eyes, the pride of life." — 1 John 2:15-16

What is Worldliness? Friendship with the World Loving the World

Those who live according to the flesh

have their minds set on worldly desires,

not on what the Spirit desires. — Romans

8:5-6

"You are still worldly... acting like mere

humans" — worldly Christians remain

spiritually immature. — 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

"The wisdom of this world is foolishness

in God's sight." Worldliness is being

deeply involved in worldly affairs. — 1 Cor

3:18-19; 1 Tim 2:2

Behaving Like Unbelievers Spiritual Immaturity Self-Sabotaging Wisdom
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DEFINING FRUITFULNESS
Fruitfulness is God's original design for

humanity — to be fruitful and multiply

(Genesis 1:28), reflecting alignment with God

and compliance with godliness.

Fruitfulness means feeling alive and

productive — fulfilling your God-given

purpose and experiencing true well-being

and satisfaction with your harvest.

A fruitful life positively influences others,

spreading God's goodness and creating

lasting impact in the lives of those around

you.

God's Design Productivity & Purpose Positive Influence

Fruitfulness produces deep contentment and

ongoing spiritual growth — a life marked by

maturity, peace, and ever-increasing

closeness with God.

Fruitfulness means producing and storing

seed for continuity — ensuring that spiritual

legacy and Kingdom impact are passed on to

future generations.

Fruitfulness is the act and status of bearing

fruit — a tangible, visible expression of a life

surrendered to God and empowered by His

Spirit.

Contentment & Growth Spiritual Continuity Bearing Fruit
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REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

01 What are the elements of worldliness that

affect fruitfulness?

02 What are the dangers of embracing

worldliness?

03 What are the effects of worldliness on

Christians?

Presentation 2030 Larana University
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YOUR FRUITFULNESS
WILL BE IMPACTED BY

WORLDLINESS IF:
The Central Proposition of This Teaching
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1. YOU ARE
SUFFOCATED BY
WORLDLY CARES

Mark 4:18-19
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PARABLE OF THE SOWER
MARK 4:15-20

Seed along the path & rocky places: the word is stolen by

Satan, or received with joy but having no root, falls away

when trouble or persecution comes (vv. 15-17).

01

Seed among thorns: worries of life, deceitfulness of

wealth, and desires for worldly things choke the word,

making it unfruitful (vv. 18-19).

02

Seed on good soil: hears the word, accepts it, and bears

fruit — thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times what was sown

(v. 20).

03

The Impact of Worldliness on Fruitfulness Kingdom Teaching 
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WORLDLY CARES EXPLAINED
Mark 4:18-19 — Worries of life, deceitfulness of wealth, and

desires for other things choke the Word, making it unfruitful.

Jesus teaches that worldly cares directly hinder fruitfulness.

01

Luke 8:14 — Those choked by life's worries, riches, and

pleasures do not mature. Worldly entanglements prevent

the Word from producing fruit in the believer's life.

02
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CANNOT SERVE TWO KINGDOMS
01 Worries tear the heart in conflicting directions — you cannot fully belong to

both God's kingdom and the world's kingdom and remain fruitful.

02 The illusion that material things bring happiness overwhelms and suffocates

Christian faith, choking the Word before it bears fruit.

03 Constant desire for worldly pleasures is deceitful — it promises fulfilment but

leads to spiritual bondage. (Mark 4:18-19)

The Impact of Worldliness on Fruitfulness Point 1: Worldly Cares
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CONSEQUENCES
OF WORLDLY
CARES

01 Temptations: Longing for worldly things leads to

vulnerability; temptations open the door to sin

and spiritual compromise.

02 Hedonism: The pursuit of pleasure as life's

highest aim traps and ensnares, pulling

believers away from God's purpose.

03 Caged in Desire: Being trapped in unfulfilled

worldly desires leads to spiritual harm,

stagnation, and loss of fruitfulness.
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WARNING

Temptations, hedonism, and materialism cause unnecessary grief. Longing for worldly things

opens the door to sin, ensnares the soul, and leads to spiritual destruction.

"For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs."

— 1 Timothy 6:10

Craving money and material things is deceitful — it promises happiness but delivers bondage.

Materialism traps believers in unfulfilled desires, distracts from God's purpose, and ultimately

chokes fruitfulness. Guard your heart against the love of the world.

The Impact of Worldliness on Fruitfulness Warning
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1. YOU CONFORM TO
WORLDLY PATTERNSRomans 12:2

Worldliness & Fruitfulness
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ROMANS 12:2 EXPLAINED

Conform = behave according to the world's

standards. Pattern = a repeated design or

way of doing things — the world's

recurring system of values and behaviour.

01
Transform = to change your nature or

design entirely. Renew of your mind = to

live from God's Word perspective,

replacing worldly thinking with godly truth.

02
Paul exhorts Christians to demonstrate a

clear before-and-after transformation — a

visible shift from worldly conformity to

godly fruitfulness in thought and action.

03

Worldliness & Fruitfulness Worldly Patterns
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WORLDLY PATTERNS LISTED
Silencing faith to avoid disapproval —

choosing comfort over conviction,

suppressing the gospel to fit in with the

world.

Compromise living — refusing to name or

confront sin leads to spiritual complacency

and erodes godly standards.

Rejecting Scripture as the lens for life's

decisions opens the door to worldly thinking

and stunted fruitfulness.

Fear of Standing Out Not Calling Sin by Its Name Refusing Biblical Worldview

Resisting the Spirit's leading keeps believers

bound to fleshly patterns, preventing

transformation and godly growth.

Fixating on temporal things over eternal

realities distorts priorities and weakens

commitment to Kingdom purposes.

Paul rebukes believers acting like the world

— jealousy, quarreling, and carnality are

marks of spiritual immaturity.

Not Submitting to the Holy Spirit Lacking Eternal Perspective Spiritual Immaturity (1 Cor 3:1-3)

Worldliness & Fruitfulness Worldly Patterns 
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TRANSFORMATION VS CONFORMITY
TRANSFORMATION = Godliness & spiritual maturity. Fruitfulness

requires a renewed mind — living from God's Word perspective.

"Be transformed by the renewing of your mind." (Romans 12:2)

01

CONFORMITY = Worldliness & spiritual immaturity. "Do not love

the world or anything in the world." (1 John 2:15). Renewing the

mind is the key to transformation and fruitfulness — conformity

hinders it.

02

Transformation Conformity 
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IMPACT ON SPIRITUALITY
Why read the Word if worldly patterns

rule your life? The Word has no room to

take root and bear fruit.

Why pray if your motives are worldly?

Prayers with selfish, earthly motives go

unanswered (James 4:3).

Why evangelize without truly knowing

God? Worldliness empties the gospel of

its power and conviction.

Why Read the Word? Why Pray? Why Evangelize?

Why disciple without a biblical

foundation? Conformity to the world

undermines spiritual mentorship and

growth.

Why care, encourage, or comfort others

without God's influence? Worldly motives

drain genuine compassion.

Why meditate if God is not truly sought?

Worldly patterns crowd out stillness and

block spiritual renewal.

Why Disciple? Why Care & Encourage? Why Meditate?

The Impact of Worldliness Spiritual Formation
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1. YOU FUEL
WORLDLY MOTIVESScripture Reference: James 4:1-3

The Impact of Fruitfulness 
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JAMES 4:1-3
Conflict arises from desires battling within. Covetousness, pride,

and earthly wisdom fuel selfishness — driving Christians to behave

like non-believers when their motives are rooted in the world.

01

Prayers offered with wrong motives go unanswered. When we ask

with selfish intent — to spend on pleasures — God does not grant

the request. Worldly motives corrupt both conduct and communion

with God.

02

The Impact of Worldliness
on Fruitfulness

Worldly Motives 
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RESULTS OF WORLDLINESS

Quarrels and fights arise from desires battling within —

wrong motives breed conflict and destroy relationships

among believers.

01

Denied requests due to selfish prayers — worldly motives

corrupt prayer, leaving petitions unanswered (James 4:1-3).

02

Conflicts destroy unity and fruitfulness — Matthew 18:18-20

shows unity's power; worldliness undermines testimony

and growth.

03

The Impact of Worldliness on Fruitfulness Results 
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YOUR
FRUITFULNESS WILL
BE IMPACTED BY
WORLDLINESS IF:

01 YOU ARE SUFFOCATED BY WORLDLY CARES

02 YOU CONFORM TO WORLDLY PATTERNS

03 YOU FUEL WORLDLY MOTIVES

The Impact of Worldliness on
Fruitfulness

The Yield 
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PURSUE
FRUITFULNESS

Thank you for engaging with this teaching.

May you pursue fruitfulness through

godliness and transformation.
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